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Message from the Principal’s Desk 

 

It has been an amazing start to the 2016/2017 school year at Unionville Meadows Pub-
lic School.  Thank you to all staff, students and families for your support.  Students are 
settling into routines and teachers are enjoying getting to know their learners and build-
ing community in their classrooms. 
 
Safety is always a main priority at our school.  As a board we are committed to provid-
ing safe learning environments for all students.  On the PA Day  in September all staff 
were involved in safety training ranging from general health and safety to anaphylaxis 
and epi-pen training.  We have also planned safety and fire drills which will continue 
throughout October.  When the fire department came to do a fire drill at UMPS they 
shared with us how impressed they were with our procedures and the way the students 
knew exactly what to do during the drill.  Way to go Mustangs! 
 
In October we will once again have GROW come to UMPS to continue our work on 
empowering students when it comes to issues of building confidence and challenging 
bullying. 
 
We were very excited to meet our new families and reconnect with everyone on Curric-
ulum Night. Families were able to meet the teachers in their classroom as well as mak-
ing purchases on our Sportswear. They also had a chance to visit the Healthy Action 
table and the Learning Commons. It was a great evening.   

 
Leeanne Hughes-Fernandes & Nancy Tsang 

OCTOBER AT A GLANCE! 

 
3&4—Rosh Hashanah  
6—School Council Meeting at 6:30pm 
10—Thanksgiving (No School) 
11—FDK & PJ SSC & CC at Brooks Farms  
12—Yom Kippur 
12 to 14—Gr. 8 at Pine Crest 
19—Regional Cross Country Meet at 
Bruce’s Mill  
21—Immunizations (Hep B—Gr. 7), (HPV—
Gr.7 females & males and Gr.8 females) 
24—Mustang Bowl 
24—26—GROW workshop 
27—Picture Day 
28—PA Day (No School) 
29—Diwali 
31—Halloween  
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Student Allergies 

Due to the severe allergy to peanuts/nuts  and 

shellfish of several of our students, we are ask-

ing that NO peanuts /nut products  or shellfish 

be brought into the school for snacks or lunch-

es.  As well, we have some students allergic to 

eggs. If you have received  a letter indicating 

there is a specific allergy in your child’s class, 

please refrain from sending that specific food 

item to school  in your child’s lunch. If you 

would like a list of nut free snack  and lunch 

ideas please visit: 

http://snacksafely.com/ 

Terry Fox & Cross Country  
 
The week of September 19 was Terry Fox Run week at Unionville Meadows. All 
of our students participated in this event to raise awareness and money for cancer 
research. Our students ran / walked for about 45 minutes while donations were 
made to The Terry Fox Foundation. This was a successful day as students were 
raising money to support cancer research while being active from a healthy run / 
walk.  
 
We had a very successful Cross Country season this fall. Congratulations to all of 

our runners! Six of our cross country runners qualified for the Regional Meet: 

Sophie G., Trent S., Gregory S., Bonnie W., Erika I., and Patrick P. as well as our 

Tyke boys team.  A special thank you to the cross country coaches, Ms. Clarke 

and Mr. McDonnell for your work over the season. Thank you also to Ms. Clarke, 

Mrs. Schultz, Mr. McDonnell, Ms. Hussain, Ms. Berman and Ms. Su for attending 

the Cross Country Area Meet at Milliken Park. 
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Halloween– Let’s Make it Safe!    
 
A reminder that as Halloween approaches, stu-
dents are not permitted to bring any replica/toy guns, knives, 
sticks, swords, etc. to school even if they are part of the cos-
tume.  Make-up is preferred over masks to ensure that stu-
dents can see properly.  Jokes that include spray cans of silly 
string, fake blood, etc. should be kept at home for Halloween 
evening as they are often misused at school.  Individual teach-
ers will communicate specifics about Halloween activities in 
their classes.                               

CELL PHONE & ELECTRONIC DEVICES 
 
 

Students and parents are reminded of and are 
requested to please respect the policy at Un-
ionville Meadows P.S. with regard to electronic 
devices. All electronic devices such as cell phones, cameras, 
iPods, etc. are to be off and invisible from the beginning of 
school until the closing bell unless instructed by the teacher 
for in class use. Students are to exercise digital citizenship and 
act responsibly. Use of these items during the course of the 
day may result in confiscation. In order to prevent loss, confis-
cation or damage, students are encouraged to leave these 
devices at home. If your child needs to contact you or if you 
need to contact your child during school hours, please do so 
through the main office. If your child is ill, he/she is asked to 
report to the office and we will contact the parent/guardian. 
The taking of photographs of non-willing staff or students is 
strictly prohibited at UMPS.  

Bullying vs. conflict  
 

When talking to children about events that they encounter it is 

important to distinguish between bullying and conflict.  Both 

issues need to be addressed, however the strategies to do so 

are different and we need to help children recognize the differ-

ence between the two. 
 

Bullying is a persistent pattern of unwelcome or aggressive 

behaviour that  involves an imbalance of power, and/or the 

intention to harm or humiliate someone.    
 

Conflict on the other hand is generally a disagreement or 

difference in opinion between peers who typically have equal 

power in their relationships. It’s usually an inevitable part of a 

group dynamic.  
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International Baccalaureate Program Information Evening 
 
The International Baccalaureate (IB) program is student-centred with a focus on developing intellectual, personal, emotional 
and social skills for students who live, learn and work in a rapidly changing world. The program emphasizes critical, compas-
sionate thinking, community involvement and intercultural understanding. It is founded on international standards and assess-
ment. Students who complete the program earn both an Ontario Secondary School Diploma and an IB Diploma. 
 
We are pleased to announce the expansion of York Region District School Board’s IB Program offerings. In addition to 
Bayview Secondary School’s IB Program, YRDSB has four candidate school sites for the Diploma Program:  
Alexander Mackenzie High School  Dr. GW Williams Secondary School  
Maple High School    Milliken Mills High School 

Current Grade 8 and Grade 9 students and families interested in YRDSB’s IB Program are invited to attend an information ses-
sion to learn more about the program and application process. No registration is needed. 
 
IB Information Evening – Wednesday, October 26, 2016 
 
Location: Le Parc  
8432 Leslie Street, Thornhill, Ontario L3T 7M6 
Hall: to be announced 
 
Times: 
Families living EAST of Yonge St.  6:30 p.m. – 7:30 p.m. 
Families living WEST of Yonge St.  8:00 p.m. – 9:00 p.m. 
 
Students eligible for Grade 9 and Grade 10 in September 2017 may apply. 
 
Assessment Dates – Saturday, November 19 or Tuesday, November 22, 2016 
Admission to the York Region District School Board IB programs includes an assessment. At the time of application, students 
will select to write in either the a.m. or p.m. on Saturday, November 19 or in the evening on Tuesday, November 22.  
 
There is a $35 fee to apply to this program. 
 
For additional information, please visit www.yrdsb.ca/IB. 

 
Are you interested in attending Bill Crothers Secondary School  

for the school year 2017-2018?  
 
Information Night for Students and Parents  
 
Bill Crothers Secondary School is a unique, system-wide program that provides an inclusive and engaging learning environ-
ment for students who are motivated by healthy active living and sport while achieving academic success. This school operates 
on a Balanced School Year (early August to mid-June) schedule which supports the diverse needs of student-athletes. Special-
ized programming is offered to support our students through our diverse and daily Health and Physical Education and High 
Performance Athlete Program with contextualized learning in a variety of subject courses. During the school day, we offer an 
Integrated Learning Instructional Period (ILIP) which provides supervised time for students to achieve their academic goals.  
 
All information sessions will occur at Bill Crothers Secondary School, 44 Main Street, Unionville, Ontario, L3R 2E4 from 7 – 
8:30 in the cafeteria. 
 
Tuesday October 18th, 2016 – Students in the West & North Region 
 
Wednesday October 19th, 2016 – Students in the East Region 
 
Thursday October 20th, 2016 – Students in the Central Region 
 
Due to building capacity regulations, we request that only students and parents interested in attending BCSS for the school 
year 2017 - 2018, attend one of these evening. Parking is limited so we ask that parents carpool or park at the GO Station. 
Markham By-law officers regularly enforce the parking regulations. 

http://www.yrdsb.ca/Schools/Pages/School-Profile.aspx?SchoolID=303
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http://www.yrdsb.ca/Schools/Pages/School-Profile.aspx?SchoolID=406
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School Assistants 

If you are interested in working as a school as-
sistant on a casual basis for the 2016-2017 
school year, please let us know in the office.  
School assistants work daily in the school and 
school yard. Please see Mrs. Shiva in the office 
if you are interested in working as a school as-
sistant this year. 

@UMPSMarkham 

Hear about special events, important days,  

and celebrations of learning! 
 

Also, check out our web-

site: 

 

http://
unionvillemeadows.ps.yrdsb.ca/ 



 

 



 

 



 

 



 

 


